Training paraprofessionals for psychiatric support. New supports in expanding care for the elderly.
The need for mental health services for the elderly continues to grow while access to those services is critically limited. Gaps in service delivery become even more pronounced as elderly services increasingly shift from acute care and long-term care to the home. Home care aides could serve pivotal roles in providing support for clients experiencing mental health problems, as evidenced by the following results of implementing a training and demonstration grant for preparing psychiatric home care aides.